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The 72nd Pin Oak Charity Horse Show Recognizes 2017 “Honored Heroes” 
and Texas Children’s Hospital Patients Max Smith and Dorian Ross during Grand Prix Competitions on Family 

Nights March 25 and April 1  

HOUSTON, Texas (March 9, 2017) – The 72nd Pin Oak Charity Horse Show presented by PJP Farm and Irish 
Day Farm is recognizing two Texas Children’s Hospital patients as Pin Oak’s 2017 “Honored Heroes.” Max Smith and 
Dorian Ross, along with their family members, will be special guests of The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show on Grand Prix 
Saturdays, March 25 and April 1. The horse show runs March 22 through April 2 at The Great Southwest Equestrian 
Center located at 2501 South Mason Road in Katy. 

Max Smith, 7, is the Week 1 Honored Hero for the $30,000 Amalaya Investments and Oasis Petroleum Grand Prix 
event on Saturday, March 25. Doors open at 6 p.m. The event begins at 7 p.m. Dorian Ross, 8, is the Week II Honored 
Hero for the $30,000 Hildebrand Fund Grand Prix event on Saturday, April 1. Doors open at 6 p.m., this event also begins 
at 7 p.m.  

Most events during the two-week horse show are free and open to the public. General admission tickets are 
available ($10 for adults and free for children 12 and under) for Grand Prix competitions on Saturdays, March 25 and 
April 1, and for the prestigious United States Hunter Jumper Association (USHJA) International Hunter Derby on Friday, 
March 31. In addition to its featured Grand Prix competitions on each Saturday of the two-week horse show, The Pin Oak 
Charity Horse Show is hosting Family Nights on Saturdays, March 25 and April 1, from 4 to 9 p.m. in the main covered 
arena. Children attending Family Nights with an adult chaperone will have access to free coloring books and crayons, 
popcorn and cotton candy, face painting, Pin Oak toy ponies, and visits with therapy ponies and miniature horses. Picnic 
baskets and coolers are welcome (glass containers are not allowed). Food trucks and a concession stand will also be 
available. Doors open at 4 p.m. with Grand Prix show jumping competition beginning at 7 p.m. Admission for adults is 
$10 per person. Children 12 and under are admitted free. Parking is free.  

For tickets, please contact the Pin Oak office at 713-621-6290 or purchase online at pinoak.org. 

More About Pin Oak’s Honored Heroes Program  
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The Honored Heroes program is entering into its sixth year. Pin Oak partnered with Texas Children’s Hospital in 
2011 to honor children who have overcome much medically and are on the road to wellness. Each year, Texas Children's 
Hospital selects the Honored Heroes whom Pin Oak recognizes and celebrates in a special way for the famed Grand Prix 
Saturday nights.  

“The Honors program is one of our newer traditions at Pin Oak, and one of our most treasured.  These children 
capture the essence of what it means to persevere and overcome challenges and experiences that most would not want to 
face. Pin Oak is proud to celebrate our 2017 Honored Heroes who demonstrate all of the essential characteristics of a 
winner” commented Mary Jones, Pin Oak Charity Horse Show Board Member and Charity Liaison.  

Honored Heroes participate as special guests of The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show. This “red carpet” experience 
for these young patients includes being acknowledged center ring in opening ceremonies that are witnessed by sponsors, 
spectators, Pin Oak Club members, and media representatives. In addition to being bestowed with Pin Oak keepsake gifts, 
Pin Oak ambassadors treat the Honored Heroes and their entourage to an exclusive “all access backstage pass” to the 
horse show that includes private stables, training rings, and one-on-one meeting with Grand Prix equestrian celebrities. 
Additionally, Pin Oak hosts the Honored Heroes and their family members at their reserved table ringside within the 
private Sponsors’ Club where they can enjoy Olympic caliber equestrian events and a gourmet meal from Two Forks 
Catering. 

 “Pin Oak is much more than just a horse show. Celebrating young children who have overcome adult-sized health 
challenges is a privilege for me personally and for the Pin Oak family. They truly serve as ambassadors of hope. As a 
grateful parent of a Texas Children’s Hospital patient who is also an equestrian competitor at Pin Oak, I know firsthand 
what it takes for these youngsters to be well again and to still enjoy being kids,” Jones explained. “Because Pin Oak 
planted the seed for Texas Children’s Hospital with our first gift in 1947, all of us involved with this horse show and its 
related events are proud of this legacy of giving time, talent, and treasure to such a worthwhile cause.” 

More About Max Smith 

 Max Smith is a happy seven-year-old boy today. When he was four years old, he began to behave differently, his 
mother’s intuition knew something was wrong. Tests indicated that his blood sugar level was high, and Max was 
transferred to Texas Children’s Hospital where he was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes.  

 Max stayed in the hospital for one week, and he and his family learned about controlling his diabetes. Today, Max 
continues to learn about his condition and knows the foods he can and cannot eat.  He continues to visit Texas Children’s 
Hospital every three months for check-ups and maintains a positive outlook on everything he has encountered. 

 Three years have passed since Max’s diagnosis, and he is enjoying life. He recently celebrated 
his seventh birthday and spends most of his time with his family and all of his pets—two monkeys, two cats and a snake! 
He also loves all things football and says that JJ Watt is his hero. 

 
More About Dorian Ross 

 Almost one year ago, Dorian Ross, 8, was taken to an emergency room with a high fever. Showing no other 
symptoms, he returned to school once his fever subsided, but it wasn’t long before his fever returned. Dorian was then 
taken to Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus and later transported to Texas Children’s Hospital Main Campus, where 
he was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. He began chemotherapy the following day. 

 After his diagnosis, Dorian stood strong. His mom describes him as an “old soul” who is wise beyond his years. 
He would even bargain when it came to his procedures—“if you buy me a horse, I’ll let you”—he would tell his mother. 
Dorian loves animals, especially horses and foxes! 

 Today, he is on his way to better health. He celebrated his eighth birthday in December and spends his days with 
his family and his three dogs. He even has a ‘job’ at a local water supply store and enjoys putting labels on the bottles. 
Dorian makes friends wherever he goes and looks forward to owning a horse one day!  

More About Family Nights, March 25 and April 1 



New this year are “Family Nights at The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show,” which will be hosted from 4 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturdays, March 25 and April 1. With the purchase of an adult general admission ticket for $10 per person, children 12 
and under will be admitted free on Family Nights. Children and their adult chaperones will have access to a wide range of 
complimentary treats, giveaways, and activities that include popcorn and cotton candy; Pin Oak coloring books, crayons 
and toy ponies; face painting; visits with Shetland therapy ponies and miniature horses. For a small donation, Pin Oak 
visitors will have the opportunity to pose with various equestrian-themed backdrops in the Catch the Moment photo booth 
sponsored by Stalker Energy and engage a caricature artist to sketch a stylized image of themselves. Featured 
entertainment includes the world famous Catalena Cowgirls, Houston Highlanders Bagpipe and Drum Corps, and the 
Wells Fargo Stage Coach (April 1 only). 

More About The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 

Established in 1945 in Houston, The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show is one of the oldest and most prestigious 
charity horse shows in the nation. The primary philanthropic goal of The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show each year is to 
contribute a collective six-figure donation to its designated charities to support the healing of sick children. Since its 
inception, The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show has contributed a total gift that is approaching $7 million for its three 
designated charities: Texas Children’s Hospital, Ronald McDonald House Houston, and Candlelighters Childhood Cancer 
Alliance.  

The 72nd Pin Oak Charity Horse Show will be held March 22 through April 2, 2017, at the Great Southwest 
Equestrian Center, 2501 South Mason Road in Katy. PJP Farm is the presenting sponsor for Week 1 of the horse show. 
Irish Day Farm is the presenting sponsor for Week 2. The two-week annual spring event attracts 1,200 horses each week 
and approximately 2,000 exhibitors from around the country including riders from Mexico and Canada. Sponsors, 
volunteers, Pin Oak Club members, in-kind product and service providers, and fans are always welcomed and appreciated. 
Rain or shine, the show goes on with many of the competitive events taking place in covered arenas. An award-winning 
horse show, Pin Oak was the first to receive the coveted United States Equestrian Federation’s Heritage Competition 
designation. 

With more than half a million dollars in prize money offered, The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show is one of the few 
remaining all-breed horse shows featuring American Saddlebreds, Hunters, Jumpers, and Ponies. The Pin Oak Charity 
Horse Show is recognized as a World Champion Hunter Rider (WCHR) competition, is United States Equestrian 
Federation (USEF) Premier Rated, and is a 5-star Jumper show. 

For more information about The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show and to explore other ways to become part of the Pin 
Oak tradition, please visit pinoak.org, follow Pin Oak on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter; or call 713-621-6290. 
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